
To Parents and Guardians: 

Although the beginning of winter was relatively mild and absent of snow, the end of     
January certainly marked a significant change in the weather. The numerous delays and 
cancellations always impact the educational flow as well as the school calendar. I do enjoy 
the four seasons that New England offers but at this point, I have had enough frigid     
temperatures and snow and  I am looking forward to the spring season. 

In previous years, the month of March was filled with CMT and CAPT testing in all   
Connecticut Public Schools. There is a significant change occurring this year that will 
impact students in grades ten and eleven. In previous years, all tenth grade students took 
the CAPT assessment and received performance results in the areas of reading, writing, 
math, and science. The change this year requires tenth grade students to take a science 
CAPT assessment. The most significant change is the fact that our current eleventh grade 
students will participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment in the areas of English    
Language Arts and Math.  The CAPT assessment will be completed in one day and is cur-
rently scheduled on the last day of trimester 2. At this point, that date is Monday, March 
16th. The SBAC is a much more complicated assessment to schedule. We will administer 
this assessment during May and plan to send more scheduling details to students and   
families as we get closer to the date. As a reminder, trimester 2 exams are scheduled on 
March 11th, 12th, and 13th. Trimester exams will begin promptly at 7:45 a.m. Students 
should be in school at 7:25 a.m. on these days. School dismissal on exam days will be at 
12:15 p.m. As with any day, please encourage your children to get a good night’s sleep 
and to eat a healthy breakfast.  

In an effort to recognize the many wonderful student accomplishments at DHHS, at the 
end of each trimester, we present students with PTO and Helping Hands certificates.    
Students receive these recognitions for outstanding achievement, interest, or dedication in 
a particular subject or for selfless contributions that make our school community a       
welcoming environment. Mr. Bodner, Mrs. Schneider, and I are the lucky ones who meet 
with these students and commend them for their effort and positive character. A list of the 
students who recently received recognition is included in this newsletter.  

The master scheduling process for the 2015-16 school year is well underway. Students 
recently received next year’s Program of Studies and have worked with their teachers on 
course requests.  The course request sheets have been collected and our counselors are 
working diligently entering the requests into Infinite Campus so Mr. Bodner can begin the 
“build” process. The master schedule is developed based on the course request             
information we gather from all students. Keep in mind that once schedules are complete, it 
is very difficult to make changes. As a reminder, and for your convenience, an electronic 
version of the 2015-16 Program of Studies is available on our website. Due to the school 
cancellations because of inclement weather, our target to mail course requests to  
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Our primary purpose is to graduate successful life-long learners who are responsible citizens in the global community.    
Daniel Hand High School students, in collaboration with educators, parents, and the Madison community, will develop as 
motivated, self-reliant, creative, and ethical individuals who respect differences in others.    

Core Values and Beliefs Statement: 

The Daniel Hand High School community believes that the mission of our school is to support all students by providing 
them with challenging educational opportunities which will prepare them to be globally aware citizens of the 21st century.  
To succeed in this mission, we recognize that our students must demonstrate competence in oral and written                    
communications; understand effective and responsible use of technology; and develop critical thinking, problem solving, and 
creativity.  In addition, it is critical that our students respect and contribute to the diverse, multicultural community and    
international community in which they live. 

Daniel Hand High School’s Core Values and Beliefs 
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 parents/guardians was moved to February 25th. Please review this information carefully and contact your child’s counselor if there 
seems to be an error or if you have any questions.  

Our fall athletic teams experienced quite a bit of success with the season ending in December. Winter athletic teams are also         
experiencing success as the regular season has come to a close and qualifying teams are involved in state championship competition. 
I have been able to attend several of our team’s competitions and have been impressed with the noticeable teamwork and efforts of 
our student athletes and our coaches. I have also noticed positive sportsmanship and character no matter the outcome of the         
competition. Our student athletes and their coaches deserve a great deal of credit for consistently demonstrating character and poise 
as well as impressive athleticism. I am looking forward to attending more events in the future.  As you hopefully recall, I have 
stressed improved behavior by our student body while attending athletic events in support of their peers. I am incredibly impressed 
with the notable improvements I have seen this year. After games, several students in the fan section have asked me, “How were 
we?” My responses have been nothing but   positive. I do follow-up with the student body and ask if they are still having fun. Most 
have admitted that they are even though they are more cognizant of their behavior.  

I hope you were able to attend the fall drama production. Alice in Wonderland certainly did not disappoint anyone in attendance. Our 
student performers, the crew, Jessica Littell, and Joy Weaver produced three outstanding performances. I was able to attend the final 
performance with my family and was impressed with the production. At the end of the evening, the announcement of the spring   
musical energized the performers, crew, and the audience. Les Misérables will be performed on April 16th, 17th, and 18th. Our       
students are already busy preparing for what should be an amazing performance. If your calendar allows, I would highly recommend 
attending the upcoming musical.  

In our continued effort to be environmentally friendly, we will not be issuing paper copies of trimester three schedules. Students can 
access their schedules on Infinite Campus. Barring school cancellations for any reason, trimester two will end on Monday, March 
16th and trimester three will begin on Tuesday, March 17th. These dates are subject to change if school is cancelled due to inclement 
weather.  

As it always seems to, the school year is passing by very quickly. The reality of high school being over very soon is starting to set in 
for many of our seniors. Discussions about end of the year planning, including graduation, have already begun. On a personal note, I 

have enjoyed every opportunity I have had to interact with the student body, staff members, families, and the entire DHHS          

community. Daniel Hand is truly an impressive place. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my newsletter article. As always, feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony R. Salutari, Jr. 

Principal 
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The Flu season is upon us. 
Please remember that hand 
washing is one of the most 
important means of          
preventing the spread of   
infection. For more          
information, please check the 
website for the Centers for 
Disease Control, 
www.cdc.gov/flu. 

ST of CT Mandated 
Screenings:  As mandated by 
the State of Connecticut, the 
Health Office staff conducted 
vision screening for 9th 
grade students and hearing 

screening for 10th grade  
students. Parents of ninth 
grade students will be      
notified regarding scoliosis 
screening which will be   
conducted before the end of 
the 2014-2015 school year. 

Connecticut State law      
requires each student in 
grade 10 to have a physical      
examination (PE) by a    
physician, APRN, DO, or 
PA. All areas that are noted 
with an asterisk (*) must be 
completed by the provider. 
Hemoglobin or Hematocrit is 
required.                        

Tenth grade physical       
examinations are due before 
entry to the eleventh grade. 
Forms are available in the 
DHHS Health Office and 
your provider’s office.  

If you have any questions, 
please call the Health Office 
at 245-6370, Mrs. Donna 
Konarski, RN or Ms. Cathy 
McGrady, Health  
Paraprofessional. 

 
 
 
Art       Music 
Freshman Martin Wolek    Chorus  Jamie Pinilla-O’Dea (gr.12) 
Sophomore Jane McManus    Orchestra Adam Taylor gr.12) 
Junior  Grace Kane, Thayer Kennedy  Band  Abigail McGuirk (gr.12) 
Senior  Elizabeth Powell 
 
Career and Technical Education    Physical Education 
Business  Andrew Rossi (gr.12)   Freshman Tucker Dobson 
Family Consumer Education    Sophomore Anikita Roychoudhury 
  Madeline Valdez (gr.11)   Junior  Nicholas Panico 
Technical Education  
  Alexander Howland (gr.12)  Science 
English       Freshman Anna Schmidt 
Freshman Riley Kokoruda    Sophomore Madison Katz 
Sophomore James O’Connor   Senior  Madeline Gould, Michael Vizziello 
Junior  Charlotte Bellerjeau    
Senior  Timothy McCarthy 
       Social Studies 
Health       Freshman Jade Chin 
Sophomore Collin Parsch    Sophomore Megan Phillips 
Junior  Sabrina Colonese-Dibello  Junior  Alyssa Friend 
Senior  Mikelle Petersen    Senior  Ashton Gyenizs 
 
Math       World Language 
Freshman Emily Baker    Freshman Caroline Schreck 
Sophomore Kaitlyn Martin    Junior  Ashley Amuan, Karlee Ciarcia  
Junior  Christopher Gallagher   Senior  Andrew Goldfeder 
Senior  Sarah Jamra     
 

Nurse’s Notes 
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DHHS Salutes…. 
Members of the Student Council Homecoming Committee, 
advisor Mr. Peter Nye, and the faculty chaperones for a very 
successful Homecoming Dance.   

Vibe for receiving 1st place and gold medals for Best Vocals, 
Best Choreography,  and Best Rhythm Section in the Mill City 
Show Choir Festival on January 17th. Christina Leonardi was 
selected as Best Female Soloist and Jonah Levine received the 
Judges Award. 

The Cast and Crew of  Alice in Wonderland, their advisor, 
Mrs. Joy Weaver, and crew advisor, Mrs. Jessica Littell, for an 
excellent fall production. 

Seniors Katherine Schurk (Visual Arts) and  Michael Gilchrist 
( Performing Arts) for being honored at the Twentieth Annual 
Arts Recognition banquet at the Aqua Turf for their outstanding 
achievements in the arts.   

Seniors Erin Mammele and Scott Sweitzer for their selection as 
CAS-CIAC Scholar Athletes of the Year.  This award goes to a 
graduating male and female senior who possess a cumulative 
grade point average of 3.5 or higher, who have participated in a 
CIAC sanctioned sport for at least two years, and who have    
exhibited outstanding school and community citizenship. 

The following Seniors for being accepted into the National Honor 
Society:  Connor Bell, Anderson Cone, James Cutler, Shane 
Donohue, Grace Gilbert, Brian Herlihy, Makayla Pardo, 
Francis Regala, Brian Venter, and Morgan Werth. 

Seniors Grace Cummings, Lucy Edwards, Hannah Leckey, 
Erin Mammele, Kacey McCarthy, Katherine McKeon, Sarah 
Oswald, Melanie Rennie, and Molly Zalman for their selection 
to the National Academic Field Hockey Squad. 

Shannon Sanders, DHHS graduate 2003 who recently was 
awarded Teacher of the Year 2015 for Woodbridge, CT where 
she teaches first grade at the Beecher Road School. Shannon  
attributes her success to her education in Madison. 

Our Robotics Team 1695 who received the “Tournament   
Champion (VRC/VEXU)” award and the “Excellence Award” at 
the Manchester High School Southern New England Regional 
Qualifier-SkyRise during January. 

Seniors, Connor Bondarchuk, Catherine Peng, and William    
Viloudaki for being selected as Semi-Finalists in the 2015     
Competition by the National Merit Scholarship Competition. 

Senior, Grace Cummings who was selected for the               
2015 Michael J. Savage Spirit of Sport Award of the National 
Federation of State High Schools Association (NFHS) for Section 
1 which includes the New England States, New York and New 
Jersey.  Grace was selected from a pool of exceptional athletes, as 
one of the two to receive this national award. Grace, accompa-
nied by her parents and Mr. Semple, will  attend the NFHS    
summer meeting in New Orleans this summer. A video will be 
produced this spring about Grace and will be shown during the 
opening session.  

Newsy Notes 

The DHHS Bands have had a busy and adventurous 
winter so far.  In January, the Jazz Band performed 
concerts at Polson and Ryerson, which provided a great 
warm up for their trip to Montreal in February.  While in 
Montreal, the jazz band had master classes with        
professors at McGill University and performed at          
Le Atrium, a bustling indoor skating rink in the heart of 
the city. The band is thrilled to be working with yet  
another great DHHS vocalist, Jayne Reel, as she closes 
our shows with a fiery rendition of Michael Buble’s 
“Feeling Good.”  In March, the jazz band will continue 
its string of gigs when they perform at the rededication 
of the Brown School band room (in honor of former 
band director Reid Gerritt), and at the annual Ryerson 
fundraiser being held at Bill Miller’s Castle in Branford.  
The Chamber Orchestra also went to Montreal for 
master classes at McGill and they performed at the 
Notre Dame Cathedral, an awesome setting for their 
beautiful music.  

The Concert Band and Symphonic Band presented 
their winter concert on February 11th in the DHHS  
dining and assembly hall.  The ensembles performed 
classic band literature by McBeth, Holsinger, and   
Bernstein, as well as music from “Frozen” and a medley 
of songs from Pixar Films.  Honoring the 70th          
anniversary of the end of World War II, the Symphonic 
Band paid tribute by performing Aaron Copland’s 
“Fanfare for the Common Man” and a moving work by  
composer Daniel Bukvich that musically depicts the 
bombing of Dresden by Allied forces in February,1945. 

The Art Department has just entered into our season of 
art events, starting with the 26th Annual Connecticut 
Regional Scholastic Art Awards Exhibit which features 
award winning works from students in grades 7-12.   
Seven works were chosen out of the 15 submitted. The 
list of those works and the students who created them 
are:  Jack Brady, Honorable Mention-Animation, Old 
Man Animation; Eleanor Harmon, Honorable Mention
– Digital Photography, Untitled; Jonah Leventhal, 
Honorable Mention-animation, Wotmel Animation;  
Sarah Lynch, Honorable Mention-Drawing, Letting 
Go; Sean Marrinan, Silver Key Award-Mixed Media, 
Eddie Veddar; Armand Riccio, Gold Key Award-
Painting, Long Lake; and  Zachary Serio, Honorable 
Mention-Digital Photography, Untitled.  

Teachers Josh Hibbard, Kristin Mancini, Denise Earles, 
and Page Pelphrey will be traveling with 32 students 
from DHHS to Santiago de Compostela, Spain and its 
surroundings this summer from July 6-13. Students will 
have the opportunity to see, first-hand, cultural elements 
of Spain studied in their Spanish classes and to test their 
Spanish language skills with locals in authentic settings.  
In 2016, another trip with 36 students from the high 
school will visit Madrid, Segovia, Avila, Salamanca, 
and Toledo. Anyone with interest in traveling on similar 
trips to Spain in the future should contact Mr. Josh   
Hibbard at hibbardj@madison.k12.ct.us. 
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 March 
 3 PTO Meeting, LMC classroom  8:00 a.m.  
 3 Board of Ed. Meeting, Town Campus 7:30 p.m. 
11, 12, 13Second Trimester Exams  
14 SAT testing 
16 CAPT Testing  
16 Last Day of Second Trimester 
17  Third Trimester begins 
24  Early Dismissal—Professional Development 
 
April 
2 Honors Breakfast, Students only  9:00 a.m. 
3 Good Friday—No School 
6-10  Spring Break 
14 PTO Meeting, LMC classroom   8:00 a.m. 
14 Board of Ed. Meeting, Town Campus 7:30 p.m. 
16-17 Spring Musical, Les Misérables, DAH 7:00 p.m. 
18 Spring Musical, Les Misérables, DAH  
               2:00 p.m. &7:00 p.m. 
23 College Fair                6-7:30p.m. 
24 Blood Drive, gym  
28  Board of Ed. Meeting, Town Campus 7:30 p.m. 
 
May  
2 SAT testing , DHHS 
5 Board of Ed. Meeting, Town Campus 7:30 p.m. 
9  Junior Prom, DAH        7:30-11:00p.m. 
12 PTO Meeting, LMC classroom  8:00 a.m. 
13 Band Concert, DAH   7:30 p.m. 
13 Art Show & Reception, Sr. Commons       6:30-8:00 p.m. 
19  Board of Ed. Meeting, Town Campus 7:30 p.m. 
21 Choral Concert, DAH   7:30 p.m. 
25 Memorial Day—No School 
28 Orchestra Concert, DAH   7:30 p.m. 
29 Senior Outing, Holiday Hill  

Mark Your Calendar 

Les Misérables 
A Hands-On Stage Production 

 
 

Set against the backdrop of 19th-century France,              
Les Misérables tells an enthralling story of broken dreams 
and unrequited love, passion, sacrifice, and redemption–             
a timeless testament to the survival of the human spirit. Jean 
Valjean is released from prison where he spent 19 years 
after stealing a loaf of bread.  He is hunted for decades by 
the ruthless policeman, Javert, after he breaks parole. When 
Valjean agrees to care for factory worker Fantine’s young 
daughter, Cosette, their lives change forever.  April 16th, 
17th, and 18th, the world’s longest-running musical brings 
its power to the Daniel Hand High School stage.  With a 
cast, crew, and pit orchestra of over 200 students, Hands -
on -Stage Players will present a spectacular interpretation of 
Victor Hugo’s epic tale.  Hold the date, buy your tickets, and 
get ready to be enthralled by this amazing World Famous 
Musical! 
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Trimester II Exam Schedule 
March 11 Period 1 exam    7:45 a.m.—9:45 a.m. 

  Period 2 exam    10:15 a.m.—12:15 p.m. 
       

March 12 Period 3 exam 7:45 a.m. –9:45 a.m. 

  Period 4 exam 10:15 a.m.—12:15 p.m. 

 

March 13 Period 5 exam 7:45 a.m.—9:45 a.m. 

  Period 6 exam 10:15 a.m. –12:15 p.m. 

Library Notes 
The Daniel Hand Library Media Center now has a 
fully functional e-book/audiobook system that is  
fully integrated with its online catalog and accessible 
from home and school.  E-books are now offered 
through two systems, Follett Shelf and Overdrive.  
Follett Shelf is limited to e-books that can be read on 
tablets, digital readers, laptops, or desktop           
computers.  Overdrive offers both e-books and     
audiobooks and is compatible with all the above  
devices as well as mobile devices such as iPhones, 
Android phones, and other smartphones.  With the 
student Wi-Fi network, these audio and e-books are 
easily accessible from anywhere in the school at any 
time.  Links to Follett Shelf and Overdrive as well as 
tutorials can be found on the LMC’s website under 
the e-books link.   

This year’s summer reading list is starting to be  
compiled and the LMC is looking for student input.  
Please contact Mr. Petrakopoulos if you have any 
suggestions on what should be on the summer     
reading list this year. 

The LMC would also like to thank Claudia Pace and 
Jennifer Tung for volunteering in the LMC.  Their   
assistance in invaluable.  The LMC is always looking 
for volunteers to help with shelving books and     
designing our displays.  Call us at 203-245-6376 for 
more information or stop by the LMC.   

Helping Hands 
Helping Hand recipients, seniors: Melissa Busca, 
Kevin Clarke, Katherine Clyde, Madeline Gould, 
Andrew Murphy, Benjamin Onofrio; juniors: 
Paige Calvert, Karlee Ciarcia, Emily Kuck, Krista 
Minniti, Justin Reid, Connor Sakmar;             
sophomores:  Anne Elliott, Patrick Fahey, Addisyn 
Lanza, Nicole Luongo, Olivia Nye, Megan       
Phillips, Michael Quain, Grace Squitiero,        
Nicholas Zorba; freshmen: Sydney Dempsey,    
Abigail Gautrau, Alexandra Minutillo, Sophie 
Schreck; faculty members: Mr. Gage, Mrs. Gilbert, 
Mrs. Konarski, and Mrs. Tiscia. 

  



 

 

Guidance Corner 

Open House for Prospective Students—The School Counselors hosted an Open House for 17 prospective incoming freshmen        
students in January.  The students sat in on classes, toured the school, and were given information about courses offered and sports 
available at DHHS. 

Program of Students/Course Request Sheets – Our guidance counselors met with students to distribute the course request forms for 
next year’s course selection, along with the Program of Studies.  Students reviewed the Program of Studies with their parents  and had 
their current teacher sign off on the placement. (Both parent and teacher signatures were required on the form.) These forms were then 
turned in during a PAW meeting. 

Scholarships– A reminder to seniors to check the scholarship list located in Naviance.  Log-in to your account, click on colleges, then 
click on scholarship list on the bottom left.  Once you do that, you can view a list of the scholarships currently available, the criteria     
of the scholarship, amount of the award, due date, as well as download an application. Please be sure to check this list frequently, as  
scholarships arrive daily.  An in-house scholarship application will be available to students this month.  Any questions, please see    
Mrs. Votyek in the Guidance/School Counseling Office, or see your school counselor. 

College Outcomes– Once you begin hearing back from colleges (whether you are accepted, deferred, etc.) please be sure to let your 
school counselor know.  Additionally, please log-in to Naviance and indicate the result for each college you hear from. (1.) Go to     
colleges, (2.) Colleges I’m applying to, (3.) Click on the pencil “edit” button next to each college, (4.) Scroll down for “Result”, and   
use the dropdown arrow to make your selection.  

 

Madison Public Schools, in collaboration with Madison Youth and Family Services, 
M.A.D.E. in Madison and The Scranton Memorial Library  

is pleased to once again host a screening of Race to Nowhere, a film that calls us to challenge the current thinking about how we     
prepare our children for success.  

Film Screening & Community Conversation—Free to the Public 

April 1 – 7:00 to 9:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30) 

 Polson Middle School  

This is an important conversation for our community as it has a direct impact on the well-being of our teens. The national stats are    
sobering:* 

 87% of high school students are chronically sleep deprived. 

 Kids are overscheduled, and since 1981 the time children spend outdoors has dropped 50%. 

 1 in 4 teens experience severe stress during the school year. 

 One in three American children suffers from depression. 

 Suicide is the third leading cause of death for 15-24 year olds.  

This is not okay, and we are committed to doing better for our kids. “While we are proud of our academic excellence, we also           
realize that the health and well-being of our students are paramount to their happiness and to their success,” says Thomas Scarice,                  
Superintendent of Madison Public Schools.  We hope you can join us for this thought-provoking film and be a part of a community  
conversation that will spark action to putting the health and well-being of our teens at the top of the list.  

Advance registration for this free event is required and you can register at http://bit.ly/1DAQ3i0. Parents and DHHS students are 
encouraged to attend.  

 
Hope to see you there! 

 
*Research stats cited on Race to Nowhere website. 
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