
To Parents and Guardians: 

The 2013-2014 school year got off to a smooth start. I am always surprised with how 

quickly the school year passes by. At the time of this newsletter, we are beyond the half-

way point of trimester one and are planning for the transition to trimester two. Prior to the 

last few years, I used to take the fall weather for granted. I think it is safe to say that we all 

appreciate the absence of hurricane threats and major snow storms.     

Although I have only been here since July, it is no doubt that Daniel Hand High School is 

a busy place. Many staff and students are in the building before 6:30 a.m. and many re-

main long after the sun has set. A high percentage of our students remain after bus dismis-

sal seeking support from teachers, either by participating in one of the 70+ clubs meeting 

throughout the school year, working out, or participating on one of our athletic teams. It is 

wonderful to see such an active school community after the official school day has ended. 

Our freshman class seems to have transitioned nicely and seems comfortable with the high 

school environment. The seniors are busy planning for life after June 2014. Some are feel-

ing the stress of the academic workload and college deadlines but are working closely with 

teachers and school counselors for support. Our guidance office has already processed 

many college applications with many more to go. 

If you have the time, I would encourage you to attend some of our athletic competitions. I 

have had the opportunity to attend several of these and have been impressed with not only 

the quality of play, but more importantly, the composure and respect our student-athletes 

display no matter the outcome of the competition. Being a member of a team is a wonder-

ful experience and builds important skills that will benefit our students when they 

graduate. Leadership, problem-solving, and collaboration are just a few that come to mind 

when thinking of the benefits of participating on a competitive team. Most, if not all of our 

fall teams have had successful seasons and have qualified for post-season play.  

I have heard that our drama and musical performances are nothing short of amazing. There 

are 87 students involved in this year’s fall production of Humbug. Performance dates are 

December 5th, 6th and 7th at 7:00 p.m. in the Dining and Assembly Hall. I hope to see you 

there. As December approaches, our musical productions will begin. If the performances 

of our marching band at home football games are any indication of the quality of the musi-

cal performances at Hand, I highly recommend you attend any of these performances that 

fit in your calendar.    
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Our primary purpose is to graduate successful life-long learners who are responsible citizens in the global community.  Dan-

iel Hand High School students, in collaboration with educators, parents, and the Madison community, will develop as moti-

vated, self-reliant, creative, and ethical individuals who respect differences in others.  

Core Values and Beliefs Statement: 

The Daniel Hand High School community believes that the mission of our school is to support all students by providing 

them with challenging educational opportunities which will prepare them to be globally aware citizens of the 21st century.  

To succeed in this mission, we recognize that our students must demonstrate competence in oral and written communica-

tions; understand effective and responsible use of technology; and develop critical thinking, problem solving, and creativity.  

In addition, it is critical that our students respect and contribute to the diverse, multicultural community and international 

community in which they live. 

Daniel Hand High School’s Core Values and Beliefs 
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Teaching and learning at DHHS are informed by the school’s recently adopted Core Values and Beliefs. You can view this in-

formation on our school’s homepage at www.danielhand.org. We use common benchmark assessments to identify each student’s 

level of achievement in meeting these expectations. Meeting a benchmark is not required to earn a passing grade. Instead, ben-

chmark assessments and standardized tests are components of our school’s report card. I bring this to your attention because you 

will see a reference to Benchmark Skills in Progress or Benchmark Skills Met on your child’s report card. Over the past two 

years, the entire faculty has been working diligently on follow-up work specific to the 2011 NEASC visit. Part of this work re-

quired a revision to the rubrics used to assess student achievement. These revisions will impact benchmark assessments and will 

be communicated to the school community in the near future.  

In our continued effort to be environmentally friendly, we will not be issuing paper copies of trimester two schedules. Students 

can access their schedules on Infinite Campus. Barring school cancellations for any reason, trimester one will end on Wednes-

day, November 27th and trimester two will begin on Monday, December 2nd.  

On a personal note, I have been very impressed with the DHHS school community. Students, staff, and parents have been friend-

ly and welcoming. I have had the opportunity to visit several classrooms during instruction and have been pleased with what I 

have observed. A few of my observations included conversations among students working on a physics lab, presentations about 

the recent government shutdown, and students working to prepare for Thursday’s Tiger Café. Mr. Bodner and I even got invited 

to “feeding time" in one of our science classrooms. It was quite an experience watching Mrs. Brako provide lunch to our milk 

snake. Its name is IT-LY because we are unsure of the gender. Either way, IT-LY seemed to enjoy the gourmet mouse served for 

lunch and the expressions on our student’s faces during this experience were priceless. To get in even more classrooms and inte-

ract with students, our Guidance Program Coordinator, Jennifer Hawley, and I visited all junior classes to discuss and distribute 

CAPT scores from March 2013. I am looking forward to getting in more classrooms over the course of the school year.  

It has been a pleasure working with such a high-quality staff and such amazing students.  

Thank you for taking the time to read my newsletter article. As always, feel free to contact me if you have any questions or con-

cerns.  

Sincerely,  

Anthony R. Salutari Jr.  

Principal 
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The flu season is approach-

ing -  please encourage your 

children to:   

1.fuel their system in the 
morning with a good healthy 
breakfast,  

2. get plenty of rest,  

3. wash their hands frequent-
ly.   

Washing hands is one of the 

important means of pre-

venting the spread of infec-

tion. 

As mandated, by the State of 

Connecticut, the Health Of-

fice staff will continue con-

ducting vision screening for 

ninth grade students, and 

hearing screening for tenth 

grade students during De-

cember.  Parents of ninth 

grade students will be noti-

fied regarding scoliosis 

screening. 

Connecticut State law re-

quires each student in 

grade 10 to have a physical 

examination performed by a 

MD, APRN, DO, or 

PA.  Tenth grade physical 

examinations are due before 

entry to the eleventh 

grade.  Forms (State of CT, 

blue, HAR-3, rev 4/2012 

forms) are available in the 

DHHS Health Office & at 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/

lib/sde/pdf/deps/student/

health/har3_final.pdf .   

 

If you have any questions, 

please contact Mrs. Donna 

Konarski, RN or Ms. Karin 

Thelin, Health Paraprofes-

sional II at 245-6370, DHHS 

Health Office.   

 

We welcome new staff members to DHHS this year: 

Brian Bodner  Assistant Principal  Margaret McNellis Special Ed Paraprofessional  

Michelle Catucci   Guidance Counselor  Janelle Nadeau  Special Ed Paraprofessional 

Richard Fisler  Science Teacher   Page Pelphrey  World Language Teacher 

Danielle Fragoso  Special Education  Jennifer Salerno  World Language Teacher 

John Hajus  Math Teacher   Anthony Salutari  Principal  

Jennifer Hawley  Guidance Coordinator  Kirk Samuelson  Science Coordinator 

Julia Johnson  Social Studies Teacher  Kevin Siedlecki  English Teacher 

Katherine Keogh  Special Ed Paraprofessional William Sommer  Art Corrdinator 

Michael Maratea  Special Ed Paraprofessional Matthew Tortora  Special Ed Paraprofessional 

Katherine Mattioli English Teacher   Jordan Weaver  Math Teacher 

Amy McCann  English Teacher   Joshua Young  English Teacher 

Nurse’s Notes 

Save the Date in her office on a snowy 

Christmas Eve, Eleanor is de-

termined to finish a corporate-

takeover proposal until three 

“advisors” provide her with an 

eye-opening new appreciation 

for the holidays and the spirit 

of Christmas. An upbeat and 

moving adaptation of Dickens’ 

holiday classic, Humbug, with 

it’s contemporary flair, is a tale 

the whole family will enjoy! 

SAT Class 

A review course will be of-

fered at Daniel Hand High 

School to prepare students 

for the March 8th College 

Board Scholastic Assess-

ment test (SAT).  The class 

will meet for two sessions, 

Monday and Wednesday 

afternoons from 2:10-3:10 

p.m. The first class will be 

on Monday, February 3rd 

and the last class will be on 

Wednesday, March 5th.  The 

fee for the course is $125.   

HANDS ON STAGE is ex-

cited to present “HUMBUG” 

on stage at Daniel Hand High 

School on December 5, 6, & 

7 at 7:00 p.m.; $10.00 in ad-

vance, $15.00 at the door. As 

"A Christmas Carol"  with a 

modern day twist, Humbug 

follows the story of Eleanor 

Scrooge, a ruthlessly ambi-

tious Wall Street executive 

who has an aversion to 

Christmas and an insatiable 

appetite for power.  Locked 
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For more information send 

an email to: 

millerr@madison.k12.ct.us.  

Interested students should 

sign up in the main office 

with a check for $125 made 

out to DHHS.  Class size is 

limited to 30 students. 

 

 

Who’s New? 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/deps/student/health/har3_final.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/deps/student/health/har3_final.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/deps/student/health/har3_final.pdf


DHHS Salutes…. 

Seniors Amanda Corcoran and Christian Koshgarian 

for being selected for the Connecticut Association of 

Public School Superintendents’ Award for their academic 

and leadership abilities.  They will be honored in Novem-

ber at a Madison Board of Education meeting and will 

also be honored at the Middlesex Superintendents’ 

Luncheon at Saybrook Point Inn. 

Gabriella Dess ‘13 for being selected “Miss Be Thank-

ful” for the Madison Lions Club campaign to benefit eye 

research.  Gabriella was chosen for this honor for her 

leadership, academic achievements, and community ser-

vice.   

Senior band member Andrew Hook has been selected to 

play in the All National Honors Concert Band—one of 

only a handful of students from Connecticut and the only 

tuba player.  This is a huge honor for him, as well as for 

the school and the community.  Andrew will travel to 

Nashville, TN at the end of October to rehearse with the 

band, comprised of students from all 50 states, and per-

form in a concert at the Grand Ole Opry.   

 

 

Library Notes 
 

The Daniel Hand Library Media Center is happy to be 

back in business.  Our e-book services are constantly 

growing in popularity.  The Daniel Hand Library Media 

Center has two e-book services that can be accessed 24/7 

and offer both fiction and non-fiction.  They are Follett 

Shelf and Overdrive.  Follett Shelf is fully integrated 

with the LMC’s online catalog Destiny and provides stu-

dents and teachers the ability to read books of all genres 

on most devices.  Overdrive allows students to access 

titles on their devices, including their smartphones.  

Overdrive also includes audiobooks and Kindle titles that 

can be accessed on all devices.  The e-book collection 

has grown to 1,500 in the past two years.  E-books can 

currently be accessed through the LMC webpage or di-

rectly through Destiny.  Students and staff are always 

welcomed to come into the LMC for a tutorial.  Students 

should use their I.D. numbers as their username and pass-

word. 

The LMC would like to welcome our new volunteers 

Heather Lodge and Christine Clyde as well as longtime 

volunteer Huma Kidwai.   Your help is invaluable to the 

LMC.  We are always looking for volunteers to help with 

shelving books and designing our displays.  Call us at 

(203)-245-6376 for more information or stop by the 

LMC.  It is a great way to stay in touch with what is hap-

pening in the school.  Follow the Daniel Hand LMC on 

Twitter @Danielhandlmc. 

Newsy Notes 

This fall, the 225 member Tiger Marching Band is 

presenting an exciting halftime show featuring the 

sounds of ‘60s soul and ‘70s funk.  In addition to the 

home games at the beautiful new Strong Field, the band 

traveled to Cheshire on October 11th and will be playing 

at Guilford for the annual Thanksgiving game.   

 

In December, the DHHS Jazz Band will be traveling to 

New York City for the day to hear the world renowned 

Village Vanguard Jazz Orchestra.  One of the top big 

bands in the world, the VVJO performs every Monday 

night at the Vanguard, located in Greenwich Vil-

lage.  This will be a great opportunity for our students to 

hear top notch jazz playing and experience some of the 

vibrant culture that the Village has to offer.   

 

For updates on the activities of the Tiger Bands, please 

visit our webpage, which can be found by going to 

www.danielhand.org and following the “Music” link.   

 

Students from Ms. Browne’s, Mrs. O’Neil’s, and Mrs. 

Filippone’s Honors Biology classes visited the Peabody 

Museum during the 1st week of October after finishing 

the study of evolution.  The exhibits and lectures at the 

museum helped enhance the understanding of change 

over time.   

 

Students in Studio Art recently visited the Lyme Fine 

Arts Academy.  The Lyme Fine Arts Academy, in Old 

Lyme offers its students an excellent foundation in tradi-

tional, figurative drawing, painting and sculpture. In an 

effort to make its continuing art education programs 

more accessible to high school art students, the academy 

invited Ms. Gaskell’s class to participate in a life draw-

ing class followed by a campus tour and lunch.  

 

Lyme Academy has also generously waived tuition, for 

high school art teachers and advanced level art students, 

for its continuing education courses. Currently, students 

and members of the Art department are enrolled in sev-

eral art courses including Figure Painting, Landscape 

Painting, Portfolio Prep, Color Pastels and Digital Paint-

ing. The students have found the classes to be very help-

ful in further developing their artistic skills and portfoli-

os.  

 

Also, Sharon Cooke, a  local photographer, volunteered 

her time to share her expertise with the students about 

how to compose interesting portrait photos. The images 

she created, using the students as models, will be used 

as reference for an upcoming printmaking project.  
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Exam Schedule 

 

Fri., 11/22 Period 1   7:45-9:45 

  Period 2   10:15-12:15 

 

Mon., 11/25 Period 3   7:45-9:45 

  Period 4   10:15-12:15 

 

Tues., 11/26 Period 5   7:45-9:45 

  Period 6   10:15-12:15 

November  

12  Board of Ed. Meeting, Town Campus 7:30 p.m. 

19  Board of Ed. Meeting, Town Campus 7:30 p.m. 

22, 25, 26 First Trimester Exams (see exam schedule) 

27  Early Dismissal 

28-29 Thanksgiving Recess , No School 

 

December 

3  PTO Meeting, LMC classroom  8:00 a.m. 

3 Board of Ed. Meeting, Town Campus 7:30 p.m. 

5-7 Humbug, Drama Production, D&A Hall 7:00 p.m. 

7  SAT Testing 

9  Blood Drive, Auxiliary Gym 

9 First Trimester Report Cards Distributed in PAW 

11  Choral Concert, D&A Hall   7:30 p.m. 

16  Orchestra Concert, D&A Hall  7:30 p.m. 

17  Board of Ed. Meeting, Town Campus 7:30 p.m. 

23-1/1 Holiday Break, No School 

 

January 

2  School Resumes 

7  PTO Meeting, LMC classroom  8:00 a.m. 

7 Board of Ed. Meeting, Town Campus 7:30 p.m. 

20  Martin Luther King, No School   

21  Board of Ed. Meeting, Town Campus 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

important keepsake to com-

memorate this school year.  

Parents of Seniors: 

1.Please note that senior 

portrait choices for year-

book submission are due by 

Friday, November 22nd.  If 

you have not already done 

so, please choose your son/

daughter’s senior portrait at 

the following site, using the 

information on your proofs: 

https://

shop.prestigeportraits.com/

shop/Login.jsf 

Reminder: You must 

choose a blue background, 

head and shoulders only, 

and no hands showing! 

Please note: If you do not 

choose a pose to appear in 

the yearbook, by the dead-

line, the yearbook advisors 

will choose one for you. 

More Newsy Notes 

Mr. Samuelson and Mr. Docker 

teamed up to bring their Biolo-

gy classes to Bauer Farm to 

conduct a field study where 

students worked in teams to 

sample various quadrats of the 

habitat.  Students were respon-

sible for observing and identify-

ing various species of plants, 

testing, and analyzing soil sam-

ples for temperature and PH 

and discussing the ecological 

importance of their findings. 

 

Yearbooks are currently on 

sale!  Parents are reminded to 

be on the lookout for the mailer 

from Jostens or to visit 

www.jostensyearbooks.com.   

Yearbook prices begin at 

$67.00.  Please consider pur-

chasing a 2014 yearbook, an 

2.Senior Yearbook Gradua-

tion Ads are currently availa-

ble for purchase.  Parents 

may visit www.gradad.com 

for information on how to 

purchase/plan/submit their 

ads. The submission deadline 

is: Friday, December 6th. 

 

Please help our school by 

signing up for the A+ School  

Rewards Program at 

www.stopand shop.com/

aplus  and Big Y Education 

Express at www.bigy.com/

educationexpress.  Our 

school will earn cash or 

school supplies each time 

you  use your cards.  We 

appreciate your support. 

 

At Target if you apply and 

get approved for a RED-

card, you can participate 

in the Take Charge of Edu-

cation program and earn a 

donation for our school.  

Target will donate up to 

1% of your purchase to the 

school you indicate.  Go to 

www.Target.com/tcoe and 

select Take Charge of Edu-

cation. 
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Voice Mail/E-Mail 

A complete directory of voice mail and e-mail num-

bers can be found on our website.  The easiest way to 

leave a voice mail message is to dial 203.245.6475 to 

access the  system and then add the voice mail box 

number.  Feel free to call the main school number 

203.245.6350 if you need assistance. 

https://shop.prestigeportraits.com/shop/Login.jsf
https://shop.prestigeportraits.com/shop/Login.jsf
https://shop.prestigeportraits.com/shop/Login.jsf
http://www.jostensyearbooks.com
http://www.gradad.com


 

 

 

DHHS PTO 

The DHHS PTO hopes you have all successfully settled into the school year.  Please make note of the following: 

1. Our membership drive continues.  Your dues help defray the costs of school-wide cultural events, the purchase of materials 

for the Library Media Center, as well as individual requests from departments.  Our current goal is to raise funds for the pur-

chase of one or two Smart Boards.  Please consider joining. 

2. MPS Superintendent Thomas Scarice, Principal TJ Salutari and Vice Principals Brian Bodner and Cynthia Schneider were on 

hand at October’s general meeting to introduce themselves and answer questions. Tina Garrity, Chair of M.A.D.E. in Madi-

son and Art Criddle (The Interact Club) were also present and gave brief updates on their initiatives.  PTO Meetings are held 

the second Tuesday of the month at DHHS and begin at 8 a.m. 

3. Once again, the DHHS PTO is selling stadium cushions. Customer feedback has been positive.  Look for them at DHHS ath-

letic events. Cost is $5.00. 

 

Membership dues are $25 per family. 

Please make checks payable to:   DHHS PTO. 

 

Mail to:  Lisa Favre, 253 Bartlett Drive, Madison, CT 06443 (or drop off at school office) 

 

Parent Contact: ____________      phone: _____________     email: ____________ 

 

Corporate Matching:    _____Yes       _____ No 

 

Company Name: 

 

I can help out with:  _____ Blood Drives    _____ Hospitality   _____ Fundraising 

 

 

 

ATHLETICS 

 

Five hundred and twenty-four students participated in ten fall sports.  The girls cross country team won the Hammonassett Divi-

sion and was SCC Runners-Up.  Both the girls and the boys cross country teams participated in the State Championships on Octo-

ber 26.  The boys soccer team won the Hammonasset Division and they, together with the girls soccer team competed in the SCC 

and State Championships.  Field hockey and girls volleyball had successful seasons and competed in the SCC and State Champi-

onships.  At press time the football team had a 5-1 record, and the girls swim team were looking forward to competing in the State 

Championships. 

Winter sports registration has begun and will continue until November 15  at noon.  Please make sure to have all your forms and 

fees into the Health Office by that time.  All paperwork must be completed BEFORE students can participate. 
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