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Principal’s Letter

Dear Parents/Guardians:

| am very pleased to announce that, for the second year in arow, U.S. News & World
Report has awarded Daniel Hand High School a Silver Medal, distinguishing us as one of
the nation’s top high schools. This recognition is based on the following:

e Standardized test performance
e Proficiency rates of all students
e Challenging college-ready curriculum

For this honor and for many other reasons, we are very proud of the accomplishments of
our students and grateful for your continuing support.

March supposedly comesin like alion and goes out like alamb. We concur as the
beginning of March bringswith it seasonal tests: trimester exams and CAPT (Connecti-
cut Academic Performance Test). CAPT isarequired assessment for all grade ten
studentsin the state of Connecticut. Unlike traditional standardized tests, it measures
what students can do with what they know in authentic situations. It isatest of applica-
tion of knowledge. By law, our Board of Education isrequired to havethe CAPT asa
graduation requirement. Thistest will be administered to sophomores on March 3, 4, 5
(state mandated dates), and 12, 13, 16, and 17 (district elected dates). To achieve our goal
of providing students with an opportunity to be successful, we are coordinating the
trimester exam schedule with the CAPT testing schedule. During exam periods, sopho-
mores will take the CAPT. Itisvery important that students be in attendance and on time
those days. We strongly recommend a good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast!
Freshmen, juniors, and seniors are required to take trimester exams during the regularly
scheduled exam periodsMarch 12, 13, and 16.

As| mentioned earlier, we have much to be proud of here at Daniel Hand. Given the
numbers of studentsinvolved in after school activities, it is difficult from an observer’s
point of view to tell when our day actually ends! | encourage you to enjoy the following
pages highlighting student accomplishments, activities, and upcoming events.

My best regards,
Barbara J. Britton

Principal




DHHSSalutes...R

SeniorsChristopher Chen, Ruiqi Li,

L ukeTaylor and Ryan Thomasfor
being named Finalistsin the 2009
Competition for National Merit Scholar-
ships.

Membersof the Sudent Council
Homecoming Committee, advisor Mr.
Peter Nye, and faculty chaperonesfor a
very successful Homecoming Dance.
More than eight hundred DHHS
students and their guests enjoyed a
great evening. Themoney raised will

be used for the DHHS Student Council
scholarship and donations to several
charities.

The SophomoreClassand advisorsMr.
Martin Glasser and Mr. Paul Coppola
and the Sudent Council and their
advisor Mr. Peter Nyefor organizing
the Winter Wonderland Dance. They
raised over $5,000 for the New Haven
food bank.

Senior Nate Beatty for being selected
by the faculty for the DAR Good Citizen
Award for leadership, dependability,
service, and patriotism.

Senior MalihaTariq and Junior
Francesca Panullo for being selected
for the Rotary Youth Leadership
Awards Program.

The Cast and Crew of Father Knows
Best and their advisor Joy Weaver for
anexcellent fall production.

SeniorsMike Callaghan and Shannon
Noonan for their selectionasCAS-
CIAC Scholar Athletes of theYear. This
award goes to a graduating male and
female senior who possess a cumulative
grade point average of 3.5 or higher,
who have participatedinaCIAC
sanctioned sport for at least two years,
and who have exhibited outstanding
school and community citizenship.

The students and faculty members
who formed ateam called the“ Salty
Scoundrels” who participated in the
Penguin Plunge at Hammonassett on
January 31infrigid temperatures. The
team raised over $7,700 for the Special
Olympics.

The following students for their
selection to the Southern Regional
Music Festival. Chorus: M att
Gregory ‘10, Alex McKissick * 10,
Ryan Thomas' 09, Sam Dickinson ‘ 10,
Nicole Poulter 09,and L ouise
Daraskevich ‘09; Orchestra: Matt
Rolfe‘09, Matt Nichols* 10, L ucy Peng
‘11, Kathleen Wu ‘11, and Nancy Wu
‘12; and Band: EddieBarry ‘12, Jon-
Paul Chaffiotte*10, David Dorfman
10, Keenan Hye" 11, Nick | verson ‘09,
Matt Kostich ‘10, Tony Li-Geng* 12,
Oliver Lovgoy ‘10, JamesMuller ‘09,
LukeParker ‘10, ClairePrice' 10,
EmmaPrice’10, Mark Sorensen ‘12,
Adam Srawbridge* 10, CJ Tomasevich
‘11,andLiaTosello‘11.

The DHHS Show Chair for placing
second overall in the Central Massa-
chusetts Festival out of 20 groups
participating. Junior Alex M cKissick
won Best Male Soloist and the Male
Ensembl ereceived the award for the
Best Mae Ensemble.

TheDHHSHonorsPre-Calculusand
CalculusAB and BC classesfor
scoring 85 pointsthisyear (2008-2009).
Thisplaces DHHS in atiefor second
place in the State of Connecticut and
tenthin New England in the New
England Math L eague.

TheHand Digital Photo classesthat
submitted photos to a national
competition called“ Tech & Learning’s
Portraits of Learning Contest” spon-
sored by Adobe and the DHHS Art
Department. We are proud to an-
nounce that out of 6,000 entriesfrom
middle/high schools across the
country one of our students, sopho-

more Josh Hettrick, had his photo
chosen for a second place award from
Adobe! We are excited for Josh and we
will be displaying his photo in the front
hall display casewith awriteup. You
can check out the winning photos in the
digital edition of the magazine at http://
www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/newbay/
tl_200812/. Winning photos begin on

page 34.

Sudent Council’shat day fundr aiser
that raised $200 for the Leukemiaand
LymphomaSociety.

The Environmental Club whichwas
runner-up in the Live Green Wn Green
Grant Competition sponsored by
Connecticut Light and Power. They
won $5000 for high-tech hand dryersfor
the school.

Sophomore Abigail Plummer for
becoming asemi-finalist in the Rotary
Speech Contest at Fairfield University.
The subject of her speech focused on
the ethics of shipping environmentally
poisonous waste from the U.S. to third
world countriesin light of the Rotary
Four-Way Test of ethical responsibility.

Sophomore Natalie Weaver who has
won the T-Shirt Design Contest for State
Latin Day 2009. Her drawing of the
theme, “ArsGratiaArtis’ will beworn
by over 1000 Latin studentsin May.

Newsy Notes

Members of the Spanish Club who put
on their high heel shoes and got
private salsa lessons in the gym on
Jan. 29", Sra. Clark invited Alisafrom
Alisa’'s House of Salsato teach the
Spanish Club, aswell as other Spanish
students, the art of salsa dancing.
Thiswas her second visit to Daniel
Hand and the students had a wonder-
ful timelearning the fancy footwork.
Come check out the Spanish Club and
see what other fun activities they have
planned.
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Opportunity
Knocks

Production has begun on the spring
musical, TheWiz. Thiswonderful
Broadway production has been
adapted for our stage by director and
choreographer, Mrs. Joy Weaver .
Over 100 studentswill participatein
bringing this story to the Daniel Hand
High School stage. Come out for an
evening of song, dance, and enter-
tainment onApril 2, 3, or 4. Perfor-
mancesstart at 7:30 p.m.

The staff of theliterary magazine
Phoenix is soliciting poems, essays,
and storiesaswell asline art,
sketches, photos, and other art work
for the 2009 edition. Headed by
seniorsHannah Honor of and Emily
Gao, the magazine group meetson
Wednesdays in room 346, and is
alwayslooking for new ideas, new
staff members, and contributionsfrom
DHHS students. Their mantra, “Be
published! Befamous!” is often heard
in period 2 announcements, but if
your reluctant artists or shy poets
need a hudge, send them and their
work to room 346 on Wednesdays!

Help benefit the Art from the

Heart Dream Room M akeover by
attending a Candlelight Tea Tasting.
Daniel Hand Studentsinthe FACS
Club and Morgan High Studentswill
be working together to transform a
bedroom for alocal child undergoing
treatment for cancer. Pleasejoin usin
this worthwhile cause on Thursday,
March 5, 2009 from 5:00-8:00 p.m. at
Savvy Tealocated at 28 Durham Road,
Madison, CT. For details or tickets
contact Anita Ferron at
ferrona@madison.k12.ct.us.

Remindersfor the New Year

v Students requesting an early dismissal from school must bring anote from

home stating the reason for leaving school early. Notes should be pre-
sented to the attendance secretary upon arrival at school. At that time the
student will be issued an early dismissal slip, which must be signed by
teachers and returned to the attendance secretary before leaving school.
Parents are asked to call the attendance secretary in the morning of the
dismissal to confirmthe note. Parents are also urged to request an early
dismissal only in cases of pressing family business. Seniors only have the
privilege of leaving school early after their last class of theday. Trimester
early dismissal formsfor seniorsareavailableinthe Main Office and must
be signed by a parent and approved by a school administrator each
trimester.

First period classesbegin at 7:25 a.m. followed by period 2 attendance at
8:34am. Juniorsand Seniors, who do not have schedul ed first time block
classes and who have their own transportation, must be in school by 8:15
am. Please help us by being certain that students are on time.

v Parentsof studentswho ar eabsent arerequired to call the school at 245-

6355 between 7:00 and 10:00 a.m. each day the student isabsent. This
procedure also applies to students who will be tardy to school or who
requirean early dismissal.

Studentswho aretar dy to school must arrive at school prior to 9:00 am. All
excused tardies must be for avalid reason and must be verified by a parent.
Oversleeping is not considered avalid reason for tardiness. To be eligible

to participate in an athletic or other after school activity, a student must be

present for aminimum of four hours.

CAPT Schedule

March 3 Interdisciplinary Writing | and \§
Reading for Information |

March 4 Responseto Literature

March 5 Interdisciplinary Writing I

March 12 (exam day) Math | and Editing

March 13 (exam day) Math 1

March 16 (exam day) Sciencel and Sciencell

March 17 Reading for Information 1
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APTSAwards

Art

Freshman LukeSroehlein
Sophomore  CarolineEisele
Junior Ben Greene
Senior LizHambor

Career and Technical Education
Business Shreya Patel (gr. 11)
Family Consumer Education

Alyssa Duffy (gr. 12)
Technical Education

ChrisBrockett (gr. 11)
English
Freshman Mitch Brown
Sophomore  MauraMalish
Junior Kristian Patrick
Senior Brittany Johnson
Health
Sophomore  Leah Friedman
Junior Sean Langrieger
Senior TayaRichardson
Math
Freshman Samantha Schaaf
Sophomore  Andrew Lucibello
Junior Francesca Panullo
Senior Jack Shirley

M ore Newsy Notes

Music

Chorus Leigh Miller (gr. 12)
Orchestra L exi Scaros(gr. 11)
Band Tony Li-Geng(gr. 9)

Physical Education

[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[}
[ ]
[}
[ ]
[}
[ ]
Freshman JakeEsposito :
Sophomore  Joseph Hurley °
Junior Joseph Clarke :
[ ]
Science :
Freshman Whitney Penn °
Sophomore  Matt Wivell :
Junior KateMinucci °
Senior Jordan Kinscher f :
[}
Social Studies .
Freshman Eric Williams :
Sophomore  GinaWhite °
Junior Griffin Mayhew :
Senior Pat Twomey :
[ ]
World Language :
Freshman TessMorrissey °
Sophomore  Sarah Dicioccio °
Junior Brett Calash :
Senior Alyssa Duffy °
[}
[ ]
[}
[ ]
H

The Humanitiesclassand the APEnglish which the top ten declaimers com-

classes will be touring the Cathedral of St.
John the Divine and the Metropolitan
Museum of Artin NY C the end of
February as part of their studies of
literature, art, history, and music.

Thiswinter, studentsin Mrs. Corvino,
Mrs. Earles, Mrs. Marchese, and Mrs.
Sullivan’s classes have been taking part
in the statewide Poetry Out Loud
recitation contest. Inits second year at
DHHS, thisyear’s competitionincluded
over 300 students and culminated in a
February assembly for those classes at

peted. Our school winner will
represent DHHS in the statewide
competition in Hartford on the
evening of March 11. Last year, our
school winner, M att Gregory (' 10)
was one of the top five finalistsin the
state. Thisyear we hopeto be as
successful!

Mrs. Vaentin's Accountingand

Per sonal Finance studentsalong with
Economicsstudentswill bevisiting
the Federal Reserve Bank on

February 24.

Studentsfrom Mr. Russo’'sHuman
Biology classand M s. Browne's
Anatomy and Physiology classwere
invited to goto NY C on December 16"
for afield trip to seethe Bodies
Exhibition. Sixty DHHS students
visited the Bodies exhibit, which shows
the inner workings of the human body,
and allowed students an up-close view
of the body systems studied in class.
The exhibit is setup so that students
travel through different exhibit rooms
which display various body systems
likethe skeletal system, circulatory
system, reproductive system, and more
in very creative ways. Students and
teachers alike enjoyed seeing the real
human bodies and learning about the
various health issues from the exhibi-
tion.

Aswebeginthethird trimester, all
students who are enrolled in a Physical
Education class must be prepared in
March and April to go outside and run
or walk themile. All students should
have appropriate clothing which must
include dressing in layersfor cold
weather and wearing a sweat shirt and
pants, gloves, hats, and scarves.
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Spring Sports
Registration

Registration for Spring Sportsat Daniel Hand High School will be held
February 24-27, 2009 from 9:30a.m.-12:30 p.m. intheHealth Officeat Daniel
Hand High School. Any student wishing to participate in spring sports must
have all completed paperwork filed with the School Nurse.

Thefollowing paperwork isrequired at the time of registration:

® Current annual physical

® Seasonal Sports Participation and Consent Form

* Athletic Emergency Information Sheet

® Code of Conduct

* Parental Waiver/Release of Information

* Payment intheamount of $75.00, cash or check, made payableto DHHS.

Forms may be downloaded from the Daniel Hand High School website,
www.danielhand.org, or can be picked up from the Nurse's Office or the
Athletics Officeat DHHS.

AcademicEligibility

Theacademic successof our studentsisour primary purpose. Extracurricu-
lar activities, although secondary, areavery impor tant part of our overall
educational program. Itisexpected that all studentswill maintain passing
gradesand they and their parentswill bekept current on academic progress.

Attheinterim pointin atrimester, if astudent isreceiving gradesin theD and
F range, his’her guidance counselor will contact the student and his’her
parentsin regardstoaprocessfor academicremediation/support.

At theinterim point in atrimester theAthletic Director will benotified of
student-athleteswhose grades, beingin theD and F range, may lead to athletic
ineligibility. Theathleticdirector and coach will contact thestudent in an
effort of support and encour agethe student in making stridestoimprovetheir
academic standing.

Prior toreport card distribution, student-athletesgradeswill bereviewed by
guidanceand theathleticdirector. Thosestudentswho are deemed academi-
cally ineligiblewill benotified in ameetingwith their parents, thedirector of
guidanceand theathleticdirector. A proposal will bedeveloped toput in place
supportsfor academicimprovement, and theathletic director will work with
thestudent in developing a plan wher eby they can still feel connected tothe
athleticcommunity.

Senior Reminders

* Measurement for capsand
gownstook place February 11.
Any senior who has not been
measured, should see Mrs.
MarinointheMain Office.

* Classdues should be paid as
soon as possible in the Main
Office.

® Senior Outing is scheduled for
May 21 at Holiday Hill

*  Senior Promwill takeplace
June 6 at the Aqua Turf.

Nurse sNotes

[ ] .

e Thefluseasonisupon us. Please

: remember that hand washing is one of

o the most important means of preventing
: the spread of infection. For more

e information, please check the website

: for the Centersfor Disease Control,

o Www.cdc.gov/flu.

: As mandated by the State of

+ Connecticut, the Health Office staff

e conducted vision screening for ninth

: grade students, and hearing screening
o for tenth grade students. Parents of

+ ninth grade students will be notified

e regarding scoliosis screening which will
+ be conducted before the end of the

e 2008-2009 schooal year.

[ ]

[ ]

e Connecticut State law requires each

: student in grade 10 to have a physical
e examination by aphysician, APRN, DO,
< or PA. Hemoglobin or Hematocrit is

e required. Tenth grade physical exami-
: nations are due before entry to the

® eleventh grade. Formsareavailablein
: the DHHS Health Officeand your

® provider’soffice. If you have any

: questions, please call the Health Office
: at 245-6370 and speak to Mrs. Donna

o Konarski, RN or Ms. Karin Thelin,

: Health Paraprofessional .
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Mark Your Calendar

February

16-20 Winter Break - NO SCHOOL

23 Professional Development - NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

24-27 Spring Sports Registration, Health Office  9:30am.-12:30p.m.
7:30p.m.

27 Showboat, DAH

March
3 APTS, Guidance Career Center
3 Board of Education, Town Campus
3-5 CAPT Testing
12-16 Second Trimester Exams
12-17 CAPT Testing
14 SAT Testing
17 Board of Education, Town Campus
17 Last Day of Second Trimester
18 Third Trimester begins
19-22 Band Trip to Disney
27-28 CDA Festival, Ridgefield High School
31 Blood Drive

April

2-4  Spring Musical, TheWz
7  APTS, Guidance Career Center
8 Honors Breakfast, Students only
10 GoodFriday-NO SCHOOL
13-17 April Break

8:00am.
7:30p.m.

7:30p.m.

7:30am.-1:00p.m.

7:30p.m.
8:00am.
9:15am.

TrafficTips

* Pick up and drop off studentsin the
rear of theWest Building (gymnasium)
Plantoarrivebefore7:10a.m.

¢ Plantopick up after 2:10p.m.

Please drive slowly at all times while entering
and leaving the Polson/DHH S campus and
stay alert for the many pedestrians and
cyclists.

FromtheLMC

: Pl ease wel come Geor ge Petrakopoulos (Mr. P,
: asthe students call him) as the long-term

e substitute Library Media Specialist at DHHS!

: He just completed his student teaching as a

e LMS, and hisformer job involved research, so

: heiswell-prepared for this position. He has met
e many of the students already, and he is very

: knowledgeabl e about the on-line and print

e resourcesof TheLibrary MediaCenter. Hewill
: be working on the summer reading list, so be

e sure to let him know your suggestions.

+ (petrakopoul osg@madison.k12.ct.us)

:A pleafor help! Many parents greatly assist the
e school system by volunteering in the class-
:roomsandlibraries. THANK YOU! Wesitill

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo.needyourmganceatthehighschom|eve|’

DHHS Mission Satement

Our primary purposeisto graduate successful life-long

learnerswho are responsible citizensin the global community.

Daniel Hand High School students, in collaboration with
educators, parents, and the Madison community, will develop e contact the Library Media Center at 245-6376 or

as motivated, self-reliant, creative, and ethical individuals

who respect differencesin others.

:just asmuch as at the elementary level. The

e DHHSIibrary islucky to have afew dedicated
® souls who help us for a couple of hours a week,
e alittlemoreif we' redesperate. Afterward, they
: go out for lunch and make an event of it.

e Perhaps you and afriend would like to do the

: same. Wewould lovetohaveyour help. Please

® email Mr. P

L
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Athletic Corner - Fall SportsRecords

Boys CrossCountry:

All-Conference

All Hammonasset

Girls CrossCountry:

All Conference

All Hammonasset
Swimming:

CIAC Scholar Athlete

Field Hockey:

All Conference Selections:
1% team

2" Team

Girls Soccer:

All-Hammonasset
Selections:

SCC - 4th Place
Class MM — Sate Champions

Dan Nestor
Sean Nestor

Dan Nestor
Sean Nestor
John Muller
Will Bratches

SCC — 4" Place
Sar ah Cotton

Sar ah Cotton

Shannon Noonan

SCC—-Runners' Up
Team Record: 11-1-2-2

Sally Adua
Emily Jablonski
Brit Parker

Taylor Gardner
Jessica Hopper

SCC Hammonasset Div.
Champions

SCC Champions

Team Record 11-3-2

TayaRichardson
Kerry Wallack
EllieBrink
Courtney Reilly

Boys Soccer:

All-Hammonasset:

Girls Volleyball:

All Hammonasset:

Football:

Division | —Offense

Division | —Defense

Miscellaneous:

Teamrecord: 10-6-0

Jack Shirley
Dan Shirley
Kevin Shirley
Ryan Dolan

Teamrecord: 12-6

Whitney Hall (All State)
Brielle Sydor

Teamrecord: 7-4-0

Jack Callaghan (All State)
Dylan Taylor
MikeDavis(All Sate)

KevinMartin

Wendy’sHigh School Heisman Trophy 2007 Finalists:
NeihaKidwai
Miller Sakmar
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